
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Collective Arts Network 
 
  
Your Project Title: CAN Triennial 

Your Project Summary: An event in two parts, offering opportunity to Northeast Ohio artists and galleries: 

FIRST: A curated exhibit bringing together a thorough examination of the best of what is current in Northeast 

Ohio art-making, as well as the resources of regional nonprofit museums and studios, highlighting the 

region's own strengths during FRONT International; SECOND: An opportunity for Northeast Ohio galleries 

and collectives to sell works by artists they represent to visitors in Cleveland for FRONT. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: First and foremost, the application clearly articulates the responsiveness of the program to the 

needs of its community. The thorough explanation outlines how the program will be implemented and why 

it is an opportunity to positively impact the arts community. Finally, the organization effectively 

demonstrated their ability to evaluate and understand how their impact can be measured. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, the Collective Arts network does provide a strong narrative of evidence to show the project 

meets the funding criteria. CAN has good experience and expertise, and they are responsive to the local 

visual arts community. They did a good job of defining their community but could have done even better if 

they’d provided more data on that community. I was however disappointed in the minimal support materials, 

and I never quite understood the relationship to the entity or event titled, “Front International Cleveland 

Triennial for Contemporary Art.” So, I have two suggestions: provide support materials that tell your story 

and don’t mention entities for which there is no explanation of who they are or how they connect to this 

project. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application does show evidence that the funding criteria are met. Built on the goal of giving 

a collective voice to nonprofit arts organizations and privately owned galleries in the Cleveland area, CAN 

is responding to its community's needs by producing the CAN Triennial in 2018. Based on the growth in 

membership alone, it is clear that CAN is providing significant public benefit. I think the project plans are 

ambitious but feasible. One note: this application does a really good job of detailing the project components 

of the CAN Triennial but I had to do my own research on FRONT International. A couple sentences 

describing the Cleveland Triennial would have been good context. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application demonstrates clear public benefit and I think that this triennial will be a great 

way to build engagement in the arts. 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This applicant clearly meets the need of the art/gallery scene within their community. As a 

service organization they have identified the needs of their public based on their communications and 

feedback. The culmination of over 90 galleries in one space not only creates a cohesive opportunity for the 

artists, but by maintaining free and open to the public programming, you allow them to experience the 

collective in one instance. It also allows the public to experience art that they may otherwise have a fee-

for-entry. I do not doubt their financial abilities having secured a number of grants from large organizations 

such PNC and the Cleveland Foundation. There was however, a lack of information on if there is a theme 

based the curation process regarding art that will be on display for the public. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

